
Startups and 
New Business

advances
ingenuity



You are an entrepreneur

You know what you want

We are for you

We are your people  

We know you want to: 

• put your business assets in safe hands
• protect your brand and ensure your 

business is nobody else’s  
• attract and retain quality staff to work 

with you 

• get along with your co-founder and 
business partners

• manage your relationships with your 
suppliers 

• legally minimise your tax, to maximise your 
reinvestment in the business 

• be prepared for when the world realises 
how awesome you are (and investors 
come knocking!) 

We understand how precious capital is when 
you are starting out. We also recognise that 
human legal advice and counsel can never be 
replaced by stock documents purchased over 
the internet. We are here to provide you with 
more value than you would ever spend in dollar 
terms, and here’s how.

Business structure & advisory
When you are growing your business you need 
the freedom to make important decisions, 
while understanding the risks and protection 
you have. An appropriate business structure 
gives you peace of mind knowing you are good 
for now, and ready for the next stage of your 
business.  We can talk you through each stage 
of growth, and let you know when and how to 
make the right changes as your business grows.

Intellectual Property 
Your intellectual property tells the world who 
you are and that you are unique. Whether it 
be your brand identity, your designs, your 
products and packaging or your software, your 
intellectual property is a valuable asset. We 
work with you to identify, secure and leverage 
your intellectual property to create value for 
your business.

Contractor and advisor agreements
We know the value of your people and how 
important it is to maintain strong relationships 
with them. Whatever your requirements, we 
work with you to tailor a solution that works 
best for you and your network of suppliers, 
advisors and consultants. 

Transactions 
Whatever your growth strategy, at some point 
you will reach significant milestones – such 
as an important investment, merger or a sale. 
With our extensive experience in mergers and 
acquisitions, we will guide you as your business 
grows and expands.

We also have dedicated teams ready to 
advise you on: 
• federal and state taxes 
• superannuation 
• employment, health and safety
• property
• privacy
• e-commerce terms of trade
• dispute resolution.

Kristy Merganovski  |  Commercial and Tax  |  kmerganovski@sladen.com.au
Kristy is driving the growth of the Startups team at Sladen Legal, coordinating the best advice for Startups from a diverse set of legal services 
from commercial to intellectual property to employment and beyond. 

Kristy uses her own expertise in commercial structuring and tax and her enthusiasm for innovation and creativity to ensure her clients have the 
best legal foundation for sustainable growth. 

Kristy enjoys working with entrepreneurial clients in both fast-paced enterprises and established businesses throughout their whole journey to 
not only solve problems but to also identify them before they happen in the first place. She prefers to use her words to review restaurants than 
bore clients with legal lingo. She prides herself on her commitment to clear actionable advice, client satisfaction and delivering personalised 
service that exceeds expectations.

Emma Mitchell  |  Intellectual Property  |  emitchell@sladen.com.au
Emma loves seeing great ideas become reality. She heads up the intellectual property team at Sladen Legal, and spends her days developing 
and legally protecting innovation, brands and design. Emma particularly enjoys working with creative businesses and entrepreneurs.  

Her industry experience runs the gamut from apparel and accessories, to software and beer. Emma has acted in many high profile 
intellectual property cases, such as the long running fights over the Ugg boots trade mark and use of the colour purple in relation to 
chocolate. She is committed to building collaborative relationships and providing advice which is practical, honest and easy to follow.

You are a visionary, a risk taker, a problem solver and a dream chaser – and you are a leader of your business. 

You are someone that builds things, who changes things, who finds a better way, challenges the norm, loves 
the thrill of the chase and wants to make a dent in the universe, no matter how big or small.
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We are Sladen Legal

We are...   with you every step of the way

We are...   your counsel and your experts

We are...   here to make a difference

We are...   not on the clock

We believe that to be wildly successful, your key is to work with those that understand your business at its heart, the challenges that 
you face, and the sacrifices that you have made along the way. A partnership with the right advisor at the early stage of your business 
can make a world of difference down the track.

We will distil those complex legal issues into simple, easy-to-understand language, and explain how the law practically applies to 
your business. We will find creative solutions and alternative pathways to success, for whatever problem you are facing. 

Whether you need general commercial advice or specialist legal expertise, we can provide you with the best of both worlds. On one 
hand, a person focused on your industry, who is accessible and proactive, and on the other hand we have legal specialists who have 
both a narrow and deep understanding of their particular field.

We will provide you with access to the right talent at the right times. Above all, your key contact will manage the entire process on your 
behalf.  As you spend less time on these management tasks, you’ll have more time to do what you do best – build your business. 

We are committed to change and ensuring that we have a positive impact on the environment and the 
communities in which we work and live. That’s why we are a B Corp.

B Corp certification is granted by B Lab, a not-for-profit organisation that certifies businesses who meet 
high standards of social and environmental performance, accountability and transparency. 

We believe in building relationships, not completing time sheets. We always agree price for our services with you before 
we get started so you know exactly what you are getting from us, and the value that has to your business. We will never 
send you bill for a price you haven’t agreed to in advance.

We also offer consulting arrangements for a fixed monthly fee, so we can be on call to answer your legal queries 
whenever you need us. 
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At Sladen Legal, we offer a fresh 
approach – an approach that 
embodies the passion, dedication 
and entrepreneurial spirit that we 
share with you, our client.

For a more detailed overview of  
our expertise in startups or any of 
our fifteen key service areas, please 
contact us on 03 9620 9399.

Here to make a difference

 
Sladen Legal 

Level 5, 707 Collins Street 
Melbourne 3008 

Victoria Australia

DX 30970  
Stock Exchange

PO Box 633  
Collins Street West  

Victoria 8007

T +61 3 9620 9399 
F +61 3 9620 9288
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Our Service Areas

Commercial contracts

Commercial disputes

Tax disputes

Mergers and acquisitions

Business structuring

Asset protection

Property and development 

Intellectual property

Superannuation

Taxation

Business succession

Personal succession

Family business

Trust law

Employment, IR and OHS


