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Funding of $484.2 million over 5 years from 2013-14 will be provided to establish the 
Entrepreneurs’ Infrastructure Programme (EIP). The primary objective of the EIP is to ‘improve 
the capabilities of small to medium enterprises to become more competitive and grow’. The 
EIP will be funded through savings of $845.6 million over 5 years by terminating the following 
programmes from 1 January 2015:

 • Australian Industry Participation;
 • Commercialisation Australia;
 • Enterprise Solutions;
 • Innovation Investment Fund;
 • Industry Innovation Councils; 
 • Enterprise Connect;
 • Industry Innovation Precincts; and
 • Textile, Clothing and Footwear Small Business and Building Innovative Capability.

In addition, funding to the Clean Technology (Investment and Innovation) Programme and 
Cooperative Research Centres will be reduced, resulting in a $124.7 million saving over 5 years. 
This cut in overall spending has led some commentators to criticise the establishment of the 
EIP. The transition arrangements from the terminating programmes to the EIP are discussed at 
paragraph 2 below.

The EIP’s focus will be on providing services and advice to build the capabilities of businesses 
rather than on providing funding to businesses – something that was more prominent in the 
programmes which the EIP replaces. The Department of Industry (Department) has confirmed 
that many of the services under the EIP will be provided by the private sector, similar to how 
Enterprise Connect and Commercialisation Australia operated. 

The Australian Government Department have released a Discussion Paper on the EIP.

Below is a summary of the Discussion Paper. 

1.  Overview of proposed features of the EIP
The EIP will be delivered through the new Single Business Service Initiative. The purpose of this 
initiative is to ‘streamline the way business access government information and services’. To 
achieve this, the business.gov.au website is currently being redeveloped and will be re-launched 
as a single point of contact for businesses to access services through the Department including 
access to the EIP. There will also be a single phone hotline – 13 28 46. There will also be the 
ability for businesses to speak to someone face-to-face/access a consultation booking service. 
Eligibility criteria will apply for one-to-one services. The type of information that businesses will 
be able to access through this network includes:
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 • Business start-up information
 • Banking
 • Finance
 • Accounting and marketing 
 • Advertising 
 • Small business counselling 
 • Information technology
 • Information about other government services delivered by the Department of Industry that 

are available to the business
 • Information about business licensing information and referrals
 • Information about services provided by state and territory governments; and
 • Information about services provided by third parties to small businesses

Interestingly, the Discussion Paper states that the Single Business Service Initiative will provide a 
referral service for businesses who come through to the EIP but who are seeking assistance with 
regulatory issues such as tax information. 

The EIP will support the Government’s National Industry Investment and Competitiveness 
Agenda (which is yet to be finalised). Further, the EIP is designed to link in with other 
programmes such as the R&D Tax Incentive, Industry Skills Fund, Industry Growth Funds and 
the Manufacturing Transition Fund. 

The EIP will be divided into three streams:

 • Business management (discussed at paragraph 1.1 below);
 • Research connections (discussed at paragraph 1.2 below); and
 • Commercialising ideas (discussed at paragraph 1.3 below).

1.1. Business management

1.1.1. Stream focus

This stream is directed at CEOs and managers. Therefore, this stream has a focus on established 
businesses. 

1.1.2. Eligibility requirements

The eligibility requirements that have been proposed are businesses that have been operating 
for over three years with sufficient turnover levels and operating within an ‘eligible sector’ 
(this could include: manufacturing, resources, infrastructure related construction, IT and 
communications, creative industries, food processing, medical and pharmaceutical, energy 
and resource management, professional services, freight transport and logistics) 

1.1.3. Proposed services

Services under this stream which have been proposed include:

 • Business evaluation to be provided by advisers with senior private sector management 
experience;

 • Matched funding of up to $20,000 to engage external expertise to implement projects 
recommended in the business evaluation;

 • Access to business events (featuring industry specialist guest speakers);
 • Advice to help businesses modify their capabilities so that they can meet the requirements 

of supply chains. This service will initially be targeted for the resource sector, but with scope 
to be broadened in future.

 • Dedicated resources will be allocated to regional and remote engagement.

Entrepreneurs’ 
Infrastructure 
Programme

Business 
Structuring 

 02



© 2014 SLADEN LEGAL 23 JUNE 2014

1.1.4. Start date 

It has been proposed that services under this stream will begin to be rolled out on 1 July 2014, 
with the roll out to be completed by 1 January 2015.

1.2. Research connections

1.2.1. Stream focus

This stream is also focused on established businesses. 

1.2.2. Eligibility requirements

The eligibility requirements that have been proposed are businesses that have been operating 
for over three years with sufficient turnover levels and operating within an ‘eligible sector’ 
(this could include: manufacturing, resources, infrastructure related construction, IT and 
communications, creative industries, food processing, medical and pharmaceutical, energy 
and resource management, professional services, freight transport and logistics). 

1.2.3. Proposed services

Services under this stream which have been proposed include:

 • Access to advisers who can assess a business’ research needs and then direct them to the 
appropriate research institution; and

 • Matched funding of up to $50,000 to support the cost of developing the businesses research 
capability for projects to be conducted over three to twelve months. 

1.2.4. Start date

It has been proposed that services under this stream will begin to be rolled out on 1 September 
2014.

1.3. Commercialising ideas

1.3.1. Purpose

The stated purpose of this stream is to ‘provide entrepreneurs and innovative businesses access 
to advice, connections and support, to enhance their prospects of commercial success’.

1.3.2. Stream focus

This stream will focus on start-up businesses although established businesses will still be able 
to access this stream. It is proposed that this stream will not be limited to specific sectors, 
however all projects must involve the development of a new product, process or service. 

1.3.3. Potential services:

 • Access to advisers to assist businesses and entrepreneurs to commercialise their idea/
product/service;

 • Formal and informal networking opportunities and introducing businesses and entrepreneurs 
to broader network/private sector contacts. 

 • Assistance with linking businesses and entrepreneurs to markets and investors/assist with 
gaining exposure through (for example) meetings, workshops, roadshows, showcase events.

 • Matched funding of up to $250,000 (allocated on a competitive basis) to assist businesses 
to progress the commercialisation of a new idea for activities to be undertaken over a period 
of up to 2 years. 

1.3.4. Start date

It has been proposed that services under this stream will begin to be rolled out on  
1 November 2014.
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2. Transition arrangements
2.1. Enterprise Connect

This programme will close on 31 December 2014. New Business Review applications will stop 
being accepted on 30 June 2014. However, the Department has said that existing contractual 
arrangements will continue to be met.

2.2. Commercialisation Australia

Commercialisation Australia ceased accepting new applications on 21 March 2014. Applications 
received on or before this date will be progressed until 31 December 2014. 

2.3. Innovation Investment Fund

There will be no new rounds of funding under the Innovation Investment Fund.

2.4. Small Business Support Line

Callers to this support line will be automatically diverted to the new hotline - 13 28 46.

2.5. Industry Innovation Precincts

This programme will close on 31 December 2014.

2.6. Cooperative Research Centres

Round 17 of the Cooperative Research Centre programme will not proceed. However, the 
Department will continue to consider applications for funding extensions for existing CRCs. 
Applications for funding extensions are due by 3 July 2014. 

2.7. Industry Innovation Councils

The last Industry Innovation Council ceased on 30 June 2013.

2.8. Small Business Advisory Services programme

There will be no changes to this programme.

For more information contact:

Dan Simmonds 
Managing Principal 
Sladen Legal 
03 9611 0160 
dsimmonds@sladen.com.au  

Sladen Legal 
Level 5, 707 Collins Street 

Melbourne 3008 
Victoria Australia

PO Box 633  
Collins Street West  

Victoria 8007

T +61 3 9620 9399 
F +61 3 9620 9288

sladen.com.au
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