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Every problem 
has in it the 
seeds of its own 
solution. 
Norman Vincent Peale



One size doesn’t fit all 
It’s how you manage a  
dispute that counts.
Dispute resolution is the method by which a disagreement or argument 
may be resolved, and just as there are many types of disputes, there are 
various methods to resolve them. 

Commercial Disputes

Commercial disputes can be complex and 
costly, requiring specialised legal expertise 
across multiple jurisdictions, and a technical 
understanding of the industries involved. 

There is no “one size fits all” strategy to achieve 
resolution, however one certainty is that we are 
passionate and determined to achieve a positive 
outcome for you, whatever your predicament. 
While dispute resolution is our end goal, we also 
work with you to develop strategies to minimise 
the risk of litigation happening in the first place.

We know our clients prefer to resolve disputes 
before they escalate, in a practical and efficient 
way that protects their commercial interests.

Where litigation or arbitration ensues, our 
commercial disputes team has the experience 
and resources to provide you with expert advice 
in litigation, arbitration, expert appraisal, 
negotiation and mediation and conciliation. 

How we work

We are committed to working with you to 
successfully resolve commercial disputes across 
a wide range of sectors. To achieve this, we 
provide  a focused and customised service to 
discuss strategy, progress, legal and practical 
issues as they arise. 

We recognise each case is different, and by 
working collaboratively with you, we can 
methodically uncover the nuances specific to 
your case, to develop the best possible outcome 
in your situation. This close attention to detail, 
backed up by our commercial expertise, is what 
helps us achieve a successful, cost-effective 
solution for you, our clients.

We are commercial in our approach and work 
in small dedicated teams to resource matters 
appropriately. Principals are accessible and 
actively involved in matters so that client’s benefit 
from our experience, knowledge and wisdom.

The team at Sladen Legal have broad commercial 
experience combined with the intellect and 
judgement to deal with the most demanding, and 
sometimes unusual cases. No matter how large or 
complex they are.
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Understanding the needs  
of our clients
The collaborative approach

At Sladen Legal we involve ourselves in a client’s dispute in a variety of 
ways. We believe the best outcome is achieved by collaborating with our 
clients to understand their business, and their needs.

Before Litigation
Before litigation commences we work 
collaboratively with clients to understand their 
preferred method of resolution and desired 
outcomes. At the outset we are involved in 
reviewing the client’s position, providing options 
and advising on the likely outcome depending on 
the course of action taken. This involves reviewing 
contractual documents or the factual situation in 
light of applicable legislation and case law, and 
identifying the options and outcomes available. 
This way the client can consider all options 
available to them and make a decision which best 
meets their objectives.

Negotiating a resolution through  
informal means

We are mindful that litigation does not work for 
everyone. This may be because of the financial 
and personal cost, or that litigation only deals with 
the legal issues in dispute. A thoughtful approach 
is taken to analyse viable alternative dispute 
resolution processes such as mediation, to supply 
clients with procedural options appropriate to  
the dispute.  

We don’t believe that alternative dispute 
resolution is a “once off’ consideration.  At all 
times, even if proceedings are commenced, we 
are commited to revisiting the options available 
to a client to consider whether or not the dispute 
may be resolved without taking it to a final 
hearing.  We are also mindful that clients will, 
where possible, prefer to facilitate and control an 
acceptable resolution to a dispute, rather than 
have a third party (be it a judge or arbitrator) 
impose a decision or determination.   If litigation 
is unavoidable, we will discuss with clients 
throughout the course of the litigation strategic 
resolution processes not limited to a court 
ordered mediation.

 
 
 

Institute litigation to enforce a client’s legal 
rights against one or more parties

At all stages our objective is to achieve the result 
our client is after. Accordingly, it is not simply a 
matter of running a matter from the beginning 
through to trial but to consider various strategies 
and options available to bring the client to a 
favourable resolution as quickly as possible. 
Such resolution may take into account various 
alternative dispute resolution processes such as 
mediation, arbitration or expert determination. 
Make no mistake - we like to win. We will take a 
strong adversarial approach to achieve what our 
clients want.

Defend litigation

Where a client has been sued, we will provide 
advice on liability and options and take all steps 
necessary to reduce the client’s exposure.  
Strategies including alternative dispute resolution 
processes will be considered, with a view to 
bringing about an early determination of the 
matter and achieve the best possible resolution 
for the client.  This attitude is reflected in our 
robust and commercial approach to achieving  
the right results for our clients, and providing a 
good understanding of the process and options 
available throughout the process so the client 
maintains a high level of control.

Strategy through the litigation process

We understand that being involved in litigation is 
not part of any client’s core business. If litigation 
is involved, we ensure that from the start clients 
are advised of their legal position, and provided 
with a strategy to achieve whatever objective they 
are seeking. Our advice will be regularly reviewed 
and the strategy varied accordingly, as litigation 
progresses and more information comes to light. 
Our aim is to finalise a matter for our client’s at 
the earliest opportunity, provided the outcome 
achieved fits with our client’s expectations and 
commercial objectives.

In brief

At all stages our objective is 
to achieve the result our client 
is after. Accordingly, it is not 
simply a matter of running a 
matter from the beginning to 
trial but to consider various 
strategies and options 
available to bring the client 
to a favourable resolution 
as quickly as possible. Such 
resolution may take into 
account various alternative 
dispute resolution processes 
such as mediation, arbitration 
or expert determination. 
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Our service offering
An optimal outcome 
for every client

We pride ourself on taking a practical approach, underpinned by efficient, 
experienced, targeted advice and client-focused service. 

Areas of practice

 • alternative dispute resolution;
 • banking and finance litigation;
 • building and construction;
 • class actions;
 • commercial disputes;
 • commissions and inquiries;
 • corporate, shareholder and  

partnership disputes;
 • defamation and media;
 • environmental compliance and prosecutions;
 • insolvency and commercial debt;
 • insurance disputes;
 • intellectual property disputes;
 • litigation and dispute resolution; 
 • property and development;
 • product liability;
 • regulatory compliance and disputes;
 • tax disputes and litigation;
 • trusts;
 • wills and estate disputes.

Property

Working closely with our property team,  
we advise on:

 • restrictive covenants, removal of  
restriction on title and easements;

 • residential and commercial property 
development disputes;

 • caveatable interests and removal of caveats;
 • rights and obligations of vendors and 

purchasers of residential and  
commercial property;

 • adverse  possession claims;
 • mortgage default and security enforcement;
 • building and construction disputes.

Commercial  Litigation

Our litigation team have experience in a wide 
range of commercial disputes including:

 • contract disputes;
 • corporation disputes including shareholders 

disputes and oppression claims and breach of 
director duties;

 • partnership disputes;
 • misleading and deceptive conduct claims;
 • product liability;
 • defamation and reputation management;
 • negligence claims;
 • competition law issues.

Regulatorv  Investigation and Compliance

 • Environmental Protection Authority 
prosecutions and compliance issues;

 • tax disputes;
 • ACCC compliance issues disputes.

Insolvency

We provide advice on:

 • unfair preference claims;
 • uncommercial transactions;
 • preparation of deed of company arrangement;
 • public and private examinations;
 • remuneration issues;
 • creditors’ claims;
 • creditors meetings;
 • proofs of debt;
 • retention of title disputes and  

Personal Property Securities Act claims;
 • enforceability of security held by  

secured creditors.
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Our service offering 
(continuted)

Debt Recovery

Debt recovery is an onerous yet vital aspect of 
business. We are experienced in recovering funds 
for lenders under both regulated and unregulated 
contracts and debts for business. We are always 
cognisant of the value of the debt and any security 
and enforcement costs.

Trusts

We have experience in acting for both  
trustees and beneficiaries in a range of trust 
disputes including:

 • removal, appointment and  
remuneration of trustees;

 • breach of trust and trust mismanagement;
 • distributions;
 • enforcing payment of dividends.

Wills and Estates

We have experience in advising both the estate 
and applicants in family provision claims and 
other estate litigation. These claims include:

 • testator family maintenance claims;
 • claims including testamentary capacity  

and undue influence;
 • claims involving proof of and  

interpretation of the will;
 • removal of executors.

Intellectual Property

We are involved in intellectual property litigation 
ranging across a variety of areas including

• copyright, trade mark, design and  
patent infringement;

• misuse of confidential information;

• passing off;

• non-compete litigation.

Our service 
offering (cont’)
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Everything we 
do embodies 
the passion and 
entrepreneurial 
spirit of our clients.
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At Sladen Legal, we offer a fresh 
approach – an approach that 
embodies the passion, dedication 
and entrepreneurial spirit that we 
share with you, our client.

For a more detailed overview of  
our commerical disputes expertise 
or any of our fifteen key service 
areas, please contact us on  
03 9620 9399.

Here to make a difference

 
Sladen Legal 

Level 5, 707 Collins Street 
Melbourne 3008 

Victoria Australia

DX 30970  
Stock Exchange

PO Box 633  
Collins Street West  

Victoria 8007

T +61 3 9620 9399 
F +61 3 9620 9288

sladen.com.au

Our Service Areas

Commercial contracts

Commercial disputes

Tax disputes

Mergers and acquisitions

Business structuring

Asset protection

Property and development 

Intellectual property

Superannuation

Taxation

Business succession

Personal succession

Family business

Trust law

Employment, IR and OHS
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