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Keep the big picture in mind when making 
decisions.

The next state government needs to 
illustrate their vision for business in 
Victoria in 2035, not just what will get 
them over the line at the next election. 
Victorians need a clear picture of the 
long-term destination for business in the 
state and why they are going in that 
direction.

Without this, Victoria will suffer from policies that might be a 
good quick fix but ultimately add little to the business community 
of the next generation. 

Politicians on both sides should engage leaders from business, the 
public sector and representatives from social and environmental 
bodies to formulate better policies. From a tourism standpoint, 
Victoria has plenty to offer and the government should make a 
real effort to preserve and promote the features that make it 
attractive to international visitors. Creating better conditions for 
local tourism operators to compete with the value offered by 
overseas holidays would be a great step forward.

There’s plenty of room for economic growth in Victoria and the 
next government needs to implement a framework that 
maximises that growth in the long term.

Victoria 
votes 2014: 
members 
have their say

AS ViCToriAnS PrePAre To go To The PollS, 
We inViTed Six diVerSe Melbourne ChAMber 
oF CoMMerCe MeMberS To ConTribuTe Their 
ThoughTS on PrioriTieS For The nexT STATe 
goVernMenT’S AgendA, ASKing: 

“No MaTTer which siDe is elecTeD, whaT 
shoulD They Do To assisT busiNess?”
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Whatever the outcome of this year’s Victorian election, it’s critical 
for our state’s future competitiveness that there is a strong and 
dynamic vocational education and training system.

Too often in public debate, vocational education takes a back seat 
to higher education. When this happens, industry is the poorer. 
businesses depends on high-quality training to provide them with 
the skills they require. 

Victoria is going through a period of structural adjustment as old 
manufacturing industries make way for industries of the future. in 
this context, it is critical that we maintain a strong system of 
vocational education that can work quickly to ensure that people 
are reskilled to take up new opportunities in emerging industries.

our system must be flexible enough to respond both to the 
changing needs of people seeking work, the changing needs of 
employers and the changing nature of workplaces. 

Australia’s long term economic interests will be boosted by a 
stronger connection between our vocational education system 
and the skills needs of the economy. 

one of the best ways to support industry in Victoria will be sound, 
stable and long-term policy settings for Victoria’s vocational 
training system that support quality outcomes.

This means that both established providers like Swinburne and 
private providers can continue to deliver innovative programs and 
support for industry to work with the vocational system more 
effectively. 

business also needs certainty that when they employ someone 
with a vocational qualification, they are getting an employee who 
is ready to make an immediate contribution. 
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An obvious answer, regardless of whether liberal or labor is the 
winning party, is to reflect on the common themes of cutting red 
tape, avoiding duplication between the levels of government, 
providing funding for necessary infrastructure projects and 
seeking eradication of the imbalance in the distribution of federal 
funding (as evidenced by the lack of equality in distribution of the 
gST). instead of addressing these issues, i have decided to raise 
other suggestions that i believe will benefit business in Victoria.

The first is the need for decisive leadership. This requirement falls 
not only to the party winning government, but also to the losing 
one. For example, officers of the reserve bank have indicated the 
extent of the potential budgetary crisis Australia faces without 
decisive political action. however, both parties federally seem 
more intent on the political debate than acknowledging the issues. 
At a state level, the party that does not win government should 
support initiatives of the elected government to provide a unity of 
purpose and clarity of vision going forward.

A second proposal is for the state to advocate for an overhaul of 
the federal system in Australia, and the way in which our taxation 
system is focused.

Thirdly, i see no reason why Victoria should be accumulating a $3 
billion budget surplus over the next few years. Whilst there may be 
a need at the federal level to manage a budget deficit, the 
accumulation of a significant surplus at state level, given the 
current economic conditions, is not warranted in my opinion.  

Finally, i call on all parties, both pre and post-election, to review 
their positions in relation to some of the major infrastructure 
projects. i believe the liberal Party is wrong in their policy of 
expansion of the Port of hastings in preference to the bay West 
Project, and conversely that the labor Party is wrong not to adopt 
the east West road link extension advocated by the liberal Party. 
once the election is decided, the losing party should support the 
infrastructure projects of the party in government to ensure that 
they are implemented quickly for the benefit of Victoria.


